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Genius Loci 


Author's Notes: 
This was written for miserablefaith for her comment-fic meme, with the prompt \"anonimity\" (550 words) 


Genius loci 


One of Ray's many talents (and probably also the best hidden) is he can kind of, unexplainably, weirdly melt into 
walls. Genius loci. Spirit of the place. Or something. It started after Mikey wasn't single anymore, gradually got 


worse (or better?) when Alicia moved in and now he kind of just is there, in the walls of Mikey's house. 


Walking through walls is interesting because you can walk them through, transversely, or you can walk them 
at length, like a maze whereas the walls become the routes. And you hear the things on both sides, can see 


without being seen--after all, walls have eyes right? 


The best thing about it though, is the way he can observe without being seen, suspected or known. Although 
that has proven to be quite difficult lately, with Alicia kind of sensing stuff (she always was a little too 
perceptive, like when she said, "Oh but you really, really like my husband, Ray, really, really like him, don't 
you?" And he cringed at all the unnecessary repetition) and he likes Alicia, he does, of course he does, she's 
very likeable, everybody likes her, it's not his fault if she goes slowly insane, if she starts seeing things, if she 
never truly can rest because she thinks she feels watched. Not his fault at all. 


One day, he's watching them sleep and traces the length of Mikey's body with his eyes, his stone, concrete 
eyes and Alicia (it's her who said she wanted a house made of stone, Ray couldn't really melt into those 
cardboard, wood suburban homes, not really, they're too thin, there's no substance to embody. How ironic) 
wakes up and looks straight at him. 


Later, when no-one else is home she starts scratching at the wall. Petting slowly. Trying to hear inside. She 
does that every day, and for a while Ray enjoys the sound of them fighting about him, or well, the thing in 
the walls as Alicia eloquently puts it. 


It gets bothersome however, when Alicia starts digging into some walls, especially the ones in their bedroom, 
and one day, when she brings a hammer and wants to start tearing the wall he's in down (the one opposite the 


window) he says, "Alicia" and she stops, terrified but happy somehow, right in front of his eyes. 


He can see her and her blind eyes behind the stone between them, but she sees right into him. She says, "| 


know you're there and I'm tearing this wall down you hear me?" 


And Ray couldn't really be blamed for this, not really, he got scared maybe, vicious maybe, maybe something 
else entirely, but as she's pressed against the wall and whispers, he reaches one hand through it, then the 
other and grabs her by the waist, and by the time she starts to scream he just turns around with her in his 


arms, in a complete circle, swapping places. 

Her inside, him outside. 

And then.. then he feels liberated. 

And months later, when he's the only one to comfort Mikey, when it all goes well and finally as it should be, 


when he moves in and wakes up in the middle of the night, with Mikey sleeping in his arms, he can swear he 


can hear Alicia wailing from the wall. 


